
 
 
Fabrizio Curcio - Short Biography 
 
Fabrizio Curcio, a distinguished Italian engineer and civil protection expert, has dedicated nearly 30 
years to advancing disaster management and enhancing resilience both in Italy and internationally. 
 
Born in Rome, Curcio earned a Master's degree in Engineering from La Sapienza University, further 
strengthening his expertise with a Master's in Safety and Protection. Throughout his career, he has 
participated in numerous courses on safety and risk management, both as a student and instructor, 
establishing his reputation as a leader in the field. 
 
Curcio's career encompasses several pivotal roles within Italy's national civil protection system.  
From 1994 to 2006, he served as an officer in the national fire brigade, rising to the highest levels of 
responsibility in civil protection activities in the following years. 
 
His leadership during critical national emergencies, such as the L'Aquila earthquake (2009), the one 
that struck central Italy (2016/2017), and the Costa Concordia disaster demonstrated his exceptional 
ability to coordinate complex rescue operations. His efforts were instrumental in shaping Italy's civil 
protection system into a highly regarded, multilevel, multidisciplinary organization known for its 
preparedness and rapid response capabilities. 
 
In 2015, Curcio was appointed Head of the Italian Civil Protection Department (ICPD), a position he 
held from 2015 to 2017, and again from 2021 until 2024. Under his leadership, the ICPD reformed 
national legislation to strengthen disaster risk reduction, emergency response, and early warning 
systems. He has also emphasized the importance of public communication and risk awareness 
campaigns to enhance community preparedness in the face of disasters. 
 
Curcio has played a key role in integrating technology into civil protection operations, particularly 
through the use of Earth observation technology within the European Union's Copernicus program. 
His initiatives modernized Italy's early warning systems and improved emergency response 
coordination across various levels of government and sectors. Additionally, Curcio has led Italy’s 
participation in the European Union Civil Protection Mechanism, significantly influencing European 
disaster management frameworks. 
 
Throughout his career, Curcio has managed numerous large-scale emergencies, including 
coordinating Italy’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the national vaccination campaign, and 
the reception of Ukrainian refugees. He also directed relief efforts for severe flooding in the Marche 
and Romagna regions, where his coordinated actions helped minimize damage and casualties. 
 
Internationally, Curcio has represented Italy in various high-level forums, including those of the 
United Nations and the European Union, advocating for stronger international cooperation in disaster 
risk reduction. He has participated in G20 meetings, the Sendai Framework discussions, and 
numerous UN events, championing improved disaster governance and climate change mitigation 
strategies. 
 
In recognition of his outstanding contributions to civil protection, Curcio has received numerous 
awards, including being named an Officer of the Order of Merit of the Italian Republic and a 
Commander by the Republic of San Marino. He has also been honored with various national and 
international awards for his exemplary service in disaster management and civil protection. 
 
His unwavering dedication to risk mitigation and public safety has made him a respected figure in 
the global civil protection community. 


